Now, why  May Day???

In Europe, Latin America, Africa and Asia it is known "May Day" - or International Workers' Day - and it is celebrated on May 1.
 
This celebration originated in pagan Europe. It was a festive holy day celebrating the first spring planting, the return of the sun and fertility of the soil.   All of us have been so couped up all winter in Toronto, that we thought it fitting to celebrate for all the same reasons, no?

Mayday was a raucous and fun time, electing a queen of the May from the eligible young women of the village, to rule the crops until harvest, in the British Isles.


Besides the selection of the May Queen there was the raising of the phallic Maypole, around which the young single men and women of the village would dance holding on to the ribbons until they became entwined, with their ( hoped for) new love. For any of you who remember CARAVAN in the late 70s the Karyas Society Dance group actually danced with the maypole called ‘gaitanaki’ in Greek.  IN fact, come to think of I think at least three couples eventually married from the dancers.  So, it isn’t all MYTH.


Our modern celebration of Mayday as a working class holiday that evolved from the struggle for the eight hour day in 1886. 
In Paris in 1889 the International Working Men's Association (the First International) declared May 1st an international working class holiday in commemoration of the Haymarket Martyrs. The red flag became the symbol of the blood of working class martyrs in their battle for workers rights. 



FRANCE
Prominent national days off are May Day (1 May), when many people buy muguet (lily of the valley) - believed to bring good luck - to give to friends

GREECE- May Day - Proto Magia
Greek families will take their picnics out to the country where the children will play and pick wild flowers – the first spring blooms. They also fly kites.  The flowers are then braided carefully into wreaths of all sorts of sizes to be taken home and adorn their front doors. Some Islanders, particularly Taxi drivers even hang them on the grills of their cars. The wreaths remain in place until the Feast of St. John on August 29th, when they are burned in the great bonfires of the festival.
This brings us to the wreaths that are placed on your tables.  On each wreath is a card, on the back of which is a European Trivia question.  Whoever brings the wreath up to Pat McCarthy…Pat where are you?… and answers the question correctly gets to keep the wreath and hang it on his/her door!  So Good Luck.

LATER- LABOUR DAY IN CANADA

Labour Day began in Canada on April 15, 1872, a mere five years after Confederation. On that historic day the Toronto Trades Assembly, the original central labour body in Canada, organized the country's first significant 'workers demonstration.'

One of the prime reasons for organizing the demonstration was to demand the release of 24 leaders of the Toronto Typographical Union, who had been imprisoned for "crime" of striking to gain a nine-hour working day.

In New Zealand, it is held on the fourth Monday in October, and in Australia the date varies from state to state across the country.






